
Brief	
  concept:	
  
Frames and machines are defined as rigid bodies comprising of at least 
one multi-force member. Frames are designed for supporting loads 
and usually stationary, while machines are designed to modify and 
transmit forces. It is very important to have a correct free body 
diagram. 

When drawing FBDs, it is useful to first identify two-force members and 
label of their unknowns. Doing this provides for less complicated FBDs, 
fewer equilibrium equations that need to be written and fewer unknowns 
to be determined.  
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