
OBSERVATION TECHNIQUE 

FOR URBAN APPRECIATION



Introduction

• Understand city through observation while having  

a short walk

• Started by looking at what you like and dislike.

• Develop the feeling by looking at the details i.e., 

elements (signage, landscapes, activities, building 

colours, form).

• Field observation – “high level of looking” – more 

systematic way, using diagnostic tools for 

professionals.



Direct observation

• a structured observation (as looking for) – observer 

looking for specific behavior – identify specific issues 

– preparing checklist etc

• a unstructured observation (as looking at) – looking 

at the surrounding environments and issues-

developing open ended questions



Strengths and limitation

• Direct observation can be used to rapidly 

collect different types o information. 

• Has limited power where the changes 

rapidly

• Limited information about capacities and 

priorities of the people



Field observation : Public Realm 
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• City can be comprehended by 4 narrative 

layers:-

– People

– Zoning (city planning)

– Story of the space/building

– framing














