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What is CSS? 

• CSS stands for Cascading Style Sheets  

• Styles define how to display HTML elements  

• Styles are normally stored in Style Sheets  

• Styles were added to HTML 4.0 to solve a problem  

– Can apply to multiple sites 

• External Style Sheets can save you a lot of work  

• External Style Sheets are stored in CSS files  

• Multiple style definitions will cascade into one  

 



What is CSS? 
• Cascading Order 

– What style will be used when there is more than one 
style specified for an HTML element? 

– Generally speaking we can say that all the styles will 
"cascade" into a new "virtual" style sheet by the 
following rules, where number four has the highest 
priority: 
1. Browser default  
2. External style sheet  
3. Internal style sheet (inside the <head> tag)  
4. Inline style (inside an HTML element)  

– So, an inline style (inside an HTML element) has the 
highest priority, which means that it will override a 
style declared inside the <head> tag, in an external 
style sheet, or in a browser (a default value). 

 



Why CSS? 

• To separate presentation from content 

• Without CSS: content and presentation are 

combined 

Content 
+ 

Presentation 

 

Example: 

 
<font color=“red”> 

   Welcome to the world 

   of CSS 

</font> 

Code for   

Presentation 

Content 



Why CSS? 

• With CSS: content and presentation are separated 
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Why CSS? 

• By using CSS, the same content can be presented in 

different appearances 

• http://www.csszengarden.com/ 
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Why CSS? 

• To standardize the coding style 

• In HTML, different objects have different styles of 

coding or different property for the same 

presentation settings. 

Example:  

Setting the color of table borders and text are different 

 
<table border=“1” bordercolor=“red”> 

……….. 

</table> 

 
 

<font color=“red”> 

 …………….. 

</font> 



Why CSS? 

An HTML tag has limited attributes 

Example: 

What HTML CAN do What HTML CAN’T do 

  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

  

 
Setting borders individually 



Why CSS? 

What HTML CAN do What HTML CAN’T do 

Putting icon on a button 

Setting colors, font, etc of  

form elements 



Cascading Stylesheet 

 

Activity 01 

http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/


Anatomy of Style 

• External/Linked Stylesheet  
– An external style sheet is nothing more than a text file 

containing all your CSS rules 

–  As in Activity 01 



Anatomy of Style 
• Internal/Embedded Stylesheets - a collection of styles 

that's part of the Web page's code, using <style> tag, 

located between <head> tag  



Anatomy of Style 

• Internal/Embedded Stylesheets – continue 
– The <style> tag is HTML, not CSS. But its job is to tell the 

Web browser that the information contained within the 

tags is CSS code and not HTML  

–Activity 2 

http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/


Anatomy of Style 
• Inline Stylesheets 

– Typing the CSS rule directly into the HTML tag 
• <h1 style="color: red;">  
• <p style="color: sienna; margin-left: 20px"> 

– Inline styles offer none of the time-and bandwidth-saving 
benefits of style sheets, so the pros hardly ever use them 

– Last option when have to edit a single CSS rule without 
wanting to edit the whole CSS stylesheet 

– Activity 03 
– Activity 04 – Tutorial3a 

http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/
http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/
http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/
http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/
http://gmm.fsksm.utm.my/~rosely/scv1223/css/


THANK YOU 


